
42 TRAVERSE 

Topo50 Map: BH34 Raurimu                                              GPS: NZTM onWGS84 
 

How to get to START:  Exit Taupo down the lake on SH1 to Turangi then: 

 Turn right from SH1 to SH41 then left to SH47 

 Pass junction to SH46 on the left 

 Pass entrance for Outdoor Pursuits Centre (OPC) on the right 

 Pass John McDonald Road on the right – this is gravel forest road 

 Take the next road on the right (WP01) for 6.5km – gravel but OK 

 Park in large open area (WP02) 
 

The route to the start from SH47 can be followed opposite and takes 

20minutes driving, the total time from Taupo is about 2 hours. 

Rough description: An easy tramp covering a total of about 12km in and 

back to the car park. In longer, good-weather days this tramp can be extended 

in wards to reach the Tall Chimney Biv (WP14) – giving more or less 8km in 

then out again, but remember it is uphill on the return leg. Not an exciting 

scenic walk but plenty evidence of predator control by DoC, a lot of fairly 

dense bush, the odd long distance view and road junctions galore. Overall 

12.4km with 256metres ascent 

 
BLUE Gravel Road, RED Tramp line GREEN Old data 

 

 

Detail:  

 
 

On wet miserable days it can seem 
like a long drive in on Kapoors Road 
but in fact the road is pretty good. It 
can have a few lagoon like puddles 
and there are a few names / notices 
on the route to help reassure the 
doubters. It takes 20min from WP01 
on SH47 to reach the Pumice Pit 
carpark on Slab Road  -  you have to 
park here as it immediately  becomes 
a 4 X 4 limited access road. 

 
 

 Head off slightly uphill to the NNE on 
the bare surfaced road which soon 
gets a bit steep and has logs buried in 
the surface for grip. The walking is 
easy though a bit messy in the wet as 
the area lies on yellowish-brown clay; 
must be murder to cycle in the wet. 

 



 

 

 



Right at the start there is what looks like a plain brown 
notice-board with nothing on it – go and check, it opens 
and there are maps inside. 
Most of the waypoints taken are at road junctions and 
are presented for two reasons; 

1. A time check for progress, and 
2. As a safety feature to make sure the correct road 

is followed 
There is really little else to write about but it is still a fair 
walk with muddy boots guaranteed when conditions are 
wet. 
 

 

 
Logs sunk in road for grip 

 
Leaving the car-park, lagoon sized puddles 

 
Highly erodible geology 

 
Viewpoint WP05 

 
Muddy – not really! 

 
The happy trampers 
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