
MANGAHUIA CAMPSITE to WHAKAPAPA 
Topo50 Map BH34-Raurimu & BJ34 Mnt Ruapehu                       GPS: NZTM and WGS 84 
 

How to get to START: Exit Taupo on SH1 southwards to Turangi : 
In Turangi turn off SH1 to SH41 on the right and then turn left off SH41 to SH47 
Pass SH46 from Rangipo on the left, then 
Pass SH48 to Whakapapa on the left 
The signed entrance to Mahuia Campsite is a matter of a few hundred metres 
past SH48 on the left 
There is a car park with a toilet, a water tap and a DoC shelter with a sink a few 
hundred metres up the gravel road.(WP1884masl). A clear track heads almost due 
north out of here parallel to the Mangahuia Stream. The Mahuia camp site takes 
its name from the stream and has tent and caravan areas. 
 

Your transport will have to leave you here and make its way back into Whakapapa 
Village to the car park with toilets opposite the Chateau (WP121180 masl). 

Rough description:  An easy A to B walk of 4 to 5 hours, suitable also for a 

cross-over walk with one party heading north and the other south. The route uses 
the now hardly-used Whakapapaiti Hut track then branches north westwards to 
Whakapapa passing the track to Silica Rapids on the way. The first couple of 
hours are on fairly good, underused track which does have wet areas with 
boardwalk. After crossing the Mangahuia Stream there is a bit of a climb to the 
junction with the Whakapapa-Whakapapaiti Hut track – this junction can be quite 
badly flooded during wet periods. The track is then in fairly good state but does 
undulate a bit. NB This is a hard walk in wet conditions! 

 
 

The location of the tramp can be seen above with 
the route walked shown as the BLUE line. The 
RED line is the access route to the start 

 

 
 



TTC van with mini-trampers 

 

Meeting of the old and young 

 
 

Detail:  Leave the car park (WP1 884masl) in a northerly direction parallel to 

the stream, past a picnic table or two then re-emerge on to the gravel road 

just before the junction to the caravan parking area. Less than 5 minutes 

are needed to reach the real start of the walking track (WP2892masl) with a 

sign for the Whakapapaiti Hut. The track is good with a gravel surface 

through a low bush area but there is a lot of heather.  Twenty minutes up 

the track reaches the north end of a section of boardwalk (WP3933masl) and 

the track quality degrades a bit but is a delight to walk. Within 45 minutes 

there is a small stream crossing (WP4957masl) but this presents no problem. 

Fifteen minutes later another section of boardwalk begins passing through 

damp looking forest and then the track does become a bit more degraded 

and some care is needed in places with root-ladders down steep slopes. 

Within two hours the track crosses (WP61021masl) the Mangahuia Stream – 

easy in dry weather but could be tricky when water level is high.  From 

here there is a bit of a climb over quite rough track, or route, to meet the 

Whakapapaiti-Whakapapa track (WP71140masl) in almost 4 hours. 

 

 

Approaching the river crossing 

 

 

North party meets south party 

 

 

Go left at the junction of the paths (WP71140 masl) as the branch 

to the right goes to the Whakapapaiti Hut and involves more 

serious river crossings then a fairly big grunt up the zig-zags of 

the Round-the-Mountain track to reach Scoria Flats on Bruce 

Road. 

From the track junction there is quite a steep descent to the 

river and a bridge (WP81150masl); the descent can be rather 

slippery and a tumble into the thick bush ensues.  If an early 

lunch was not taken at the river crossing then a good lunch spot 

is located just before crossing the above mentioned bridge. 
 

After crossing the bridge there is a steep climb back up out of 

the valley and on to an extensive section of boardwalk.  The 

end of the boardwalk is reached then a bridge is crossed to re-

enter the forest. The forest is predominantly Silver Beech but 

then Kaikawaka (NZ Cedar) is found.   

The quality of the footpath does deteriorate a bit around here and the first of a 

series of gullies is encountered: 

 Slippery Gully (WP9 1180 masl), then 

 The Chute followed by 

 Tirohanga Pai 
 

Soon after the gullies a spectacular view of Ngauruhoe is seen from a small 

bridge.  A small stream is then crossed then there is a set of steps upwards to 

arrive at a T-junction (WP10) where going right takes you to Silica Rapids 

(Separate walk). The next T-junction reached is the one with the 

Whakapapanui Track which goes off left (WP11). 
 

Finally a big bridge over the Whakapapanui Stream is crossed to follow the 

track back into Whakapapa Village or branch off through the caravan site and 

Whakapapa Lodge to reach the car park (WP12) opposite the Chateau. 

 

Spectacular views - Ngauruhoe 

 
Notes:  GPS Garmin GPSMap 60CSx 

 WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit 

 masl = metres above sea level 
 


