
WAIHOHONU HUTS 
Topo50 Map: BJ35 Waiouru                    GPS: NZTM on WGS84       

 

How  to get to the start: 

 Exit Taupo down the lake on SH1 through Turangi on to the Desert 
Highway (SH1) for just over 15 km. 

 UTurn right offU Desert Highway just after the Rangipo Intake Road on 
gravel, motor track signed Waihohonu Track 

 Drive in the few hundred metres and off-load in the car park (WP1) 

The route to the start can be followed opposite. The tramp can be seen as 

the brighter red line running NW from the label indicating the start of the 

Waihohonu Track on SH1 at the top right of sheet T20. 

Rough Description: This is an easy to moderate one-day tramp passing 

the site of the old Waihohonu Hut (WP6), visiting the Historic Waihohonu 

Hut (WP7) and the New Waihohonu Hut (WP11). The return can include a 

diversion to the Ohinepango Springs (WP10) if the walk needs to be longer. 

The first part consists of a 1:45 minute walk into the site of the old 

Waihohonu Hut on the Oturere Track; all on first rate, virtually level track 

then having morning tea, though there is view-point after about 1 hour 

(WP3) on the way in where a stop can be made.  The walk to the hut is 6km 

(GPS) gaining 121metres in altitude. 

Another 30 - 40 minutes, covering 1.2km (GPS), takes you to the site of the 

Historic Waihohonu Hut which is a classified historic building. There is about 

60metres loss of altitude in this section. 

The small spur on the red line showing the tramp opposite is the diversion to 

the Ohinepango Springs and it should be noted that there is one extremely 

steep, often slippery descent getting to and from the springs. There is, 

however, a rope on this slope to help get up and down.  From the cross-

roads (WP5) to the springs (WP10) is about 1.2km (GPS). 

The whole tramp can be completed in around 5 hours to 5:30 minutes and 

there is very little gain or loss of altitude on the walk. 

 

 

 

 

 
Theaaccess route can be traced on the map above from 

Taupo whilst the tramp route is the RED line on sheet 

BJ35 

Detail: From the car park just off SH1 (WP1) it is a relatively easy, 

straightforward walk along the wide track.  Some slight confusion can occur 

when descending towards the stream line on entering some trees – just stay 

awake and look for signs bearing in mind that the track bends round slightly 

to your left here and not to the right. You know you are on-course when you 

reach a small bridge (WP2) after about 1.25 kilometres.  In fact this section 

of the walk can be rather boring as it is a bit flat, unexciting and on windy 

days slightly exposed – these comments are more appreciated when 

walking out from Waihohonu Hut. 

Staying on the track soon gets you to the palatial new Waihohonu Hut 

(WP11) where the expansive decks offer great views and a very nice spot 

for refreshments. 

To get to the site of the old hut (WP06) follow the signs for Oturere which 

takes you downhill, over the swing bridge through the camping area and 

then quite steeply upwards  

Facing Ruapehu from cross-roads 

 
 

After a short rest and refreshments at Waihohonu Hut retrace your route 

back to the New Hut (WP11). Now pick up the track for Whakapapa, 

basically heading north. Soon there will be a signed track off left and a short 

easy walk brings you to the Historic Old Waihohonu Hut (WP7).  The Hut is 

painted bright orange and cannot be missed.  Allow yourself 10 to 15 

minutes to browse around here and see what things used to be like. 

Total walking time to reach the hut will be around 2 hours to 2:15 minutes.  

Once you have done the touristy bit once again retrace your steps and head 

back towards the New Hut (WP11).  Follow the sign for the Ohinepango 

Springs and you will reach your destination in a total walking time of about 

3:30 minutes.  The walk back out is quicker as it is direct without the 

“touristic” diversions and at 7km is a bit shorter than the way in which adds 

up to about 9km if you have gone to both the old hut site and Historic hut. 

The cross-roads (WP5) 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



The return trip, taking in both diversions after the Waihohonu Hut, takes something in the order of 5 to 5:30 minutes and the overall 

gain and loss in altitude is around 150 metres only. 

This part of the tramp is slightly more taxing as there is some steep slope work involved and, as mentioned earlier, the steepest 

slope does have a rope “hand-rail” to assist.  Do take care as the ground on part of this slope can be very slippery and an 

extremely rapid descent would follow any fall.  At the foot of the steep slope  go round to the right, soon come to and cross a bridge 

(WP9) and five minutes later arrive at the springs (WP10).  Again it is quite nice to browse around here for a few minutes but 

remember there is still have something like 2 hours walk back to the car park (WP1) on the edge of SH1. 

 

Juniors at the Old Waihohonu Hut 

 

 

Juniors at the Historic Hut 

 

 

The New Waihohonu Hut 

 
 

 

 

Notes:  GPS  Garmin Summit  

 WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit 

 masl = metres above sea level 

 


